
Today, the first companion whom I will mention is Hazrat Ubaid bin Zaid. It is 
narrated from a companion that he was going to Madinah with Hazrat Ubaid when 
their camel sat down and refused to go any further. They prayed to Allah and 
promised that if this camel takes us to Madinah, we will sacrifice it in the way of 
Allah. The Holy Prophet (sa) passed by them and found out about their situation. 
He prayed for the camel and poured some water over the camel. The camel stood 
up soon after and took them to Madinah at a fast pace. After reaching Madinah, as 
they had promised to Allah, they sacrificed the camel. 

Another companion who was part of the Battle of Badr was Hazrat Zahir. He was a 
villager and would often bring gifts for the Holy Prophet (sa). The Holy Prophet (sa) 
used to say that Zahir is our villager friend and we are his urban friend. It is 
mentioned about Hazrat Zahir that he was not a man of pleasant facial appearance. 
The Holy Prophet (sa) came to him one day, while he was selling his goods in the 
market and embraced him from behind so that Zahir could not see who it was. It’s 
mentioned that the Holy Prophet (sa) placed his hands over his eyes to stop him 
from seeing who it was. Once Hazrat Zahir realized that it was the Holy Prophet 
(sa), he also embraced the Holy Prophet (sa) out of his love. Then the Holy Prophet 
(sa) jokingly said that ‘Who would like to buy a slave from me’? Hazrat Zahir said ‘O 
Messenger of Allah, by Allah you will find me to be a poor sell’ (i.e. I’ll be of no 
value)’. The Prophet said: ‘But with Allah you are very valuable’. 

Another companion of the Holy Prophet (sa) was Hazrat Zaid bin Khattab (ra). He 
was the older brother of Hazrat Umar. He accepted Islam in the very beginning and 
was part of both migrations. At the time of the Battle of Badr, he wore an armour 
given to him by Hazrat Umar, but took it off after some time. Hazrat Umar asked 
him why he took the shield off. Hazrat Zaid replied, I also wish to obtain the same 
martyrdom as you. 

He was martyred in the Battle of Hunain. Upon his death, Hazrat Umar said, may 
Allah have mercy on my brother Zaid. He took exceeded me in two matters; 
accepting Islam and embracing martyrdom. 

Another companion was Hazrat Harris (ra). He was present in the Battle of Badr and 
Uhud. He was among those people who went to kill Ka‘ab bin Ashraf. He got injured 



during this process. The companions lifted him and brought him back to Madinah. 
The Holy Prophet (sa) rubbed his saliva on his wounds after which he felt no pain 
at all. 

Ka‘ab bin Ashraf was an Arab Jew. He had attained such a status that all the Jews 
of Arabia would consider him their leader. He was also a poet and a very wealthy 
person. He was also part of the agreement between the Holy Prophet (sa) and the 
other parties of Madinah shortly after his migration to Madinah. But his heart was 
full of anger and malice towards Muslims and secretly made plots to bring about 
their downfall. For example, when some Jewish scholars gave an opinion that the 
Holy Prophet (sa) might be the same prophet mentioned in their scriptures, he 
blocked their monthly stipend until they changed their views. 

Ka‘ab bin Ashraf continued to increase in his enmity. Following the Battle of Badr, 
he travelled to Makkah and instigated them further against Muslims and prepared 
them to take revenge. He took them to the Ka‘ba and asked them to hold the 
curtains of the Ka‘ba and swear to God that they will not rest until Muslims have 
been completely destroyed. Similarly, he travelled to other tribes of Arabia. Also, 
he once made a plot to slay the Holy Prophet (sa), but failed. 

When he had crossed all limits, the Holy Prophet (sa), as the leader of Madinah, 
decided that he should be executed for his crimes of treason and instigating war. 
To keep maintain peace and control of Madinah, the Holy Prophet (sa) decided to 
do so in secret. A group of Sahaba (ra) went to Ka‘abs’s house. They said to him, 
our leader Muhammad (sa) asks us to pay Zakat; is it possible for you to lend us 
some money? Ka‘ab was happy to hear that the friends of the Holy Prophet (sa) 
were turning against him and agreed to lend them money in exchange for their 
weapons. It was decided that they will bring the weapons in the evening. They did 
so and killed him with the same weapons. When the Jews came to the Holy Prophet 
(sa) to complain about his murder, the Prophet (sa) reminded them of his 
numerous crimes against the state. Therefore, this execution cannot be labelled 
unjust. Ka‘ab was guilty of rebellion, instigating war and colluding with foreign 
enemy to murder his fellow citizens. 



May Allah keep Islam and Muslims safe from all such trials! Instead of learning from 
past, Muslim leaders are still engaged in this sort of behavior. May Allah guide them 
and enable them to accept the Imam (Divinely appointed leader) of this age! Amin! 
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