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Syedna Hazrat Khalifatul-Masih V (may Allah be his Helper!) recited verse 52 to 58 of Surah AnNur, the translation of which is as follows:
“The response of the believers, when they are called to Allah and His Messenger in order
that he may judge between them, is only that they say: ‘We hear and we obey.’ And it is
they who will prosper. And whoso obeys Allah and His Messenger, and fears Allah, and
takes Him as a shield for protection, it is they who will be successful. And they swear by
Allah their strongest oaths that, if thou command them, they will surely go forth. Say,
‘Swear not; what is required is actual obedience in what is right. Surely, Allah is well aware
of what you do.’ Say, ‘Obey Allah, and obey the Messenger.’ But if you turn away, then
upon him is his burden, and upon you is your burden. And if you obey him, you will be
rightly guided. And the messenger is not responsible but for the plain delivery of the
Message. Allah has promised to those among you who believe and do good works that
He will surely make them Successors in the earth, as He made Successors from
among those who were before them; and that He will surely establish for them their
religion which He has chosen for them; and that He will surely give them in exchange
security and peace after their fear: They will worship Me, and they will not associate
anything with Me. Then whoso is ungrateful after that, they will be the rebellious. And
observe Prayer and give the Zakat and obey the Messenger, that you may be shown mercy.
Think not that those who disbelieve can frustrate Our plan in the earth; their abode is Hell;
and it is indeed an evil resort.
Ø Huzoor Anwar (aa) said that these are verses of the Holy Quran around Ayat-e-Istikhlaaf (the
verse which promises Khilafat to the believers). In these verses, it is mentioned that the
blessing of Khilafat is conditional upon true obedience and highlight the sheer importance of
obedience. They mention that success is entirely dependent on obeying Divine
commandments and having true fear of God.
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Ø Huzoor Anwar (aa) said that the Holy Prophet (sa) once said: “whoever obeys my appointed
Ameer [or representative], obeys me and Allah; whoever disobeys my appointed Ameer [or
representative], disobeys me and Allah.”
Ø Companions of the Holy Prophet (sa) demonstrated complete obedience to the Khulafa’ of the
Holy Prophet (sa) and even when a decision was made against them, they would not complain
or rebel.
Ø Huzoor Anwar (aa) that it has been brought to his attention that Sadran in certain Jama‘ats
have already stopped carrying out their responsibilities because their term (as Sadr) is ending
in June and because they are no longer eligible to be elected as Sadr. (As per instructions of
the Khalifa of the time that a Sadr cannot be elected for more than two consecutive terms)
Huzoor said this is rebellious behavior; such people should adopt Taqwa. Similarly, if any office
bearer is removed from office or someone else is appointed in his place, he should show
absolute obedience.
Ø Huzoor Anwar (aa) said that the Promised Messiah (as) said that only such people are truly
part of his Jama‘at who adopt his teachings and act upon them. That is, by merely registering
their names, they would not become part of his Jama‘at.
Ø Huzoor Anwar (aa) also explained what the words “obey you in everything Maroof (good)’
mean (as mentioned in the conditions of Bai‘at]. He said that they do not mean that people
start deciding on their own as to what is good and what is not. Such words are also mentioned
regarding the Holy Prophet (sa) in the Holy Quran, and what they mean is that the Prophets
and their Khulafa’, in the first place, only give such instructions that are based on Islamic
teachings.
Ø Huzoor Anwar (aa) then presented various quotations of Hazrat Musleh Maud (ra) wherein he
described the situation of the Jama‘at after the demise of the Promised Messiah (as) and the
ways in which Allah kept the Jama‘at united through Khilafat. Because of a lack of obedience
to Khilafat, the Lahori Jama‘at split from Jama‘at Ahmadiyya. Consequently, the Lahoris are
few in number, while Jama‘at Ahmadiyya—under the shade of Khilafat—is established in over
200 countries.
Ø Huzoor Anwar (aa) said that it is Allah who draws people to Khilafat and obedience. People
who remain attached to Khilafat will continue to receive the blessings of Allah and improve
their worship of Allah. To attain this, members of the Jama‘at should always pray to Allah that
the institution of Khilafat-Ahmadiyya continues to remain among us.
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